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Creative Writing Tasks & Tips 
 

#1 Write a description based on someone you know     

➢ A family member, someone in your class, a celebrity? 

➢ …but use a fictional name (e.g. Jacob was a …)   

➢ Describe any distinguishing features (hair, height etc.) 

➢ Any unusual mannerisms that give a clue to their personality? 

➢ Share your description with someone else.  Can they guess who it is?  

 

#2 Describe your current setting  

➢ It could be a room, or the view from your window... 

➢ What do you see? 

➢ Close your eyes.  Can you hear anything? 

➢ Any unusual smells? 

➢ Can you feel anything (feathered duvet? muggy?) 

 
 

#3 Now imagine yourself in a different setting  

➢ Describe it using sensory language. 

➢ You can draw on your knowledge of history, geography etc. 

      E.g. Ancient Egypt, Tudor England 

➢ Drop clues but don’t say directly.   

➢ Read your description to another person to see if they can guess the setting.   

 (Don’t make it too cryptic – they should be able to guess easily)  
 

  

#4 Colourful language 

➢ With a partner (or by yourself) take turns to point to an object and describe its colour. 

➢ See who can come up with the most interesting description. 

➢ Don’t forget to record all your great ideas in your journal! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   buttercup 
   dusty blue plum purple 

Tropical blue with splashes of mango 
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#5   Surround yourself with a pile of your favourite books 
  

➢ Take a look at the opening paragraph of the story/book/each chapter.  

➢ Which ones do you like?  

➢ Why?  

➢ Do they make you want to read on? 

 

 

 

#6 Story starters 

➢ Glance through “10 Ways to Start a Story”, 

➢ …then write one of your own. 

➢ Swap with a friend and see if they can add another paragraph.   

➢ Keep swapping until you complete the story. 

 
       One way to start a story is to jump right in!   

       … mid-dialogue, mid-thought, mid-action,  

      or even mid-ending! 

 

#7 Alliteration 

➢ Alliterate your name. 
➢ Do the same for your best friend, your mum etc.  

➢ Imagine you have your own ice-cream parlour… think of interesting flavours! 
      (sherbet shower; crunchy crouton crisp; devil’s delight) 

➢ One way to sneak alliteration into your writing is to give your characters interesting  
      names (e.g. Petty Pete could be a nickname for a character who is a bit mean/petty) 

   

 

#8 Read a short story or a chapter from your favourite book, 
  …and notice any interesting uses of language. 
 

➢ adjectives & adverbs 

➢ descriptive verbs 

➢ similes/metaphors/personification 

➢ sensory language   

➢ etc. 
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#9 Take a simple story from a children’s book 
   …and embellish it with descriptive detail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#10   Choose a title (from study books or ask your tutor)   

➢ Write a basic plan 

➢ It shouldn’t be too complicated but should have 

some sort of BEGINNING – MIDDLE – ENDING 

➢ Or if telling a story (as opposed to a purely descriptive piece or a letter), you can think of 

it as: Build-up – CLIMAX - ending 

➢ Now write it up, being as descriptive as possible at each stage. 

 

 

#11   Writing warm-up 

➢ Just as you might warm up your muscles before playing football, you need to warm up 

your brain before writing.  Here’s how: 

➢ Pick a chapter with a relevant theme (from Descriptosaurus or similar book) 

       e.g. if writing about a time you felt afraid, there is a chapter entitled ‘Scared, frightened, timid’ 

➢ Read the example sentences, or take turns reading aloud with another person (a parent?) 

➢ Each person chooses their three favourite sentences and why? 

➢ Then CLOSE THE BOOK and start writing. 

- the idea is not to copy someone else’s ideas, but to inspire 

you to come up with your own creations (it may include a 

similar idea but it will be expressed in your own way) 
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#12   People watching 
   

➢ Choose some random person in the street and build a story around them:  

➢ Describe their appearance, 

➢ Where are they going? 

➢ Why? 

➢ How are they feeling, and what gives you this impression?  

 (e.g. pacing nervously – waiting for someone?  Who?) 

➢ For each answer you provide, ask a further question. 

➢ Be as imaginative as possible! 

 

 

#13   Stuck in traffic? 

➢ Glance across to the neighbouring car and build a character profile (as above). 

 

 

#14   Same task as above but using magazine images for inspiration 

 

 

#15   Elaborative sentences 

➢ Write a simple sentence 

e.g. Sam sat on the stool. 

➢ Then dress it up with descriptive detail: 

adjectives & adverbs, additional clause etc. 

➢ Add a further paragraph. 

 

 

#16  Watch a movie! 

➢ What is the opening scene? 

➢ What is the basic story line?  

➢ Describe one of the characters (in your journal)  
➢ Pause the movie and describe the setting or an action scene 

➢ …what would you hear, feel, smell etc. if you were actually there? 

➢ Imagine you are describing it to a blind person, so use plenty of detail! 

➢ How does the story end? 

➢ Don’t forget to record your ideas and fantastic pieces of writing in your journal. 
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#17  How did you feel when you woke up this morning? 

➢ Angry, sad, excited, elated?  

➢ Why? (exaggerate/invent details to make it more interesting) 

➢ It can be in the first person… 

➢ …or give the character a name and write in the 3rd person 

➢ Add another paragraph, 

➢ …a flashback to describe everything leading up to this feeling? 

➢ or continue the story to describe the rest of the day. 

➢ Repeat this exercise often, 

➢ or any time after experiencing a strong emotion. 

 

 

#18   Had a bad day? 

➢ Write about it! 

➢ Exaggerate/invent details as necessary. 

➢ Don’t forget to use plenty of descriptive language.   

 

 

 

#19  Anything hilarious happen at school today? 

➢ Write about it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#20   Read a short story but stop just before the end 

➢ See if you can finish it off in a similar style. 

➢ Now read the real ending (you may find that your one is better!) 

 

 

Don’t forget to get feedback from others in order to refine your skills. 

This could be a teacher, a parent, a sibling or a friend. 

To give greater purpose to your writing, you may like to enter a 

competition such as the BBC 500 Words competition, or simply visit 

the website to see how others are writing. 


